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Smell Gas? Act Fast!

Georgia PSC Unveils Campaign Promoting Natural Gas Safety

By [INSERT YOUR NAME HERE], of [INSERT YOUR COMPANY’S NAME HERE]

Chances are you rely on natural gas in some way—whether you know it or not. According to the American Gas Association, about 175 million American consumers use natural gas to meet their heating, hot water, cooking, clothes-drying and air-conditioning needs, making it the fastest-growing major energy source today. In its purest form, the substance is colorless, shapeless and odorless, but natural gas providers add a chemical with a distinctive, rotten-eggs-like odor to make it easier for consumers to detect leaks. 

For most consumers, however, smelling the gas isn’t the problem—it’s what to do next. 

This is particularly evident in Georgia, where the number of natural-gas-related injuries has risen significantly over the past several years. In response to this alarming—and preventable—trend, the Georgia Public Service Commission (PSC) has launched a statewide natural gas safety and awareness campaign. According to Georgia PSC Chairman H. Doug Everett, “This campaign represents a major first step toward reducing natural-gas-related injuries in our state. More importantly, it has the safety and security of all Georgia citizens at heart.”

Aimed at Georgians of all ages, the campaign relies on a variety of clever mechanisms to promote natural gas know-how. In addition to the campaign’s “Smell Gas? Act Fast!” slogan, a Web site, www.safegas.org, has been created as a way for consumers and natural gas providers to access important safety and promotional information. A family-friendly Natural-Gas-Safety Skunk named Sniffy also will help pass on key safety tips .

For the state’s natural gas providers, the Georgia PSC has developed a comprehensive awareness kit containing a variety of public relations and advertising materials, including a press release, posters and a bill stuffer, to help them educate consumers about key actions to take (or not to take) if the smell of gas is ever in the air. Those actions include:

• Do not attempt to locate gas leaks

• Do not smoke or use lighters, matches or other sources of open flames

• Do not turn lights on or off or unplug electrical appliances

• Do not use telephones, including cell phones, in or near an area where you smell gas

• Leave the area immediately and call your natural gas provider or 9-1-1 

Other campaign participants include the Georgia Association of Broadcasters, which will help the Georgia PSC broadcast a radio spot introducing the campaign’s “Smell Gas? Act Fast!” message.

For more information about the campaign, visit www.safegas.org. 

